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"The Scope of Written Proof in the Saudi Evidence System"
(Comparative Study)

Researcher:

Asmaa bint Ali Al-Jaafari
Summary:

This research comes as part of a master’s thesis in private law at King Abdulaziz University entitled (The Role of Writing
in the Saudi Evidence System - A Comparative Study), by researcher Asma bint Ali Al-Jaafari, and under the supervision of
Dr. Faisal bin Sattouf Al-Assaf. Writing takes a significant place among the methods of proof in judicial systems, and it is
the basis for proving legal actions and facts. This is due to the many advantages of writing, such as the possibility of its
validity and continuity without being linked to its author or signatory, which qualifies it to take the main position among the
evidence of proof. As a result, the Saudi regulator was keen to regulate all means of proof, including written proof, within
the provisions of the evidence system. Due to the importance of this topic and its modernity, this research addressed the
answer to the following problem: the extent of the scope of written proof in the Saudi system and the UAE Evidence Law.
In writing this research, the researcher followed the comparative analytical method as a main method in the research, in
addition to using the descriptive method, where the research issues and topics included in the problem of the study will be
reviewed, the related statutory texts will be analyzed, and the texts included in the Saudi evidence system issued by the royal
decree will be compared. No. (M/43) dated 5/26/1443 AH, and what is stated in the Law of Evidence in Civil and Commercial
Transactions of the United Arab Emirates issued by Federal Decree Law No. 35 of 2022 AD, in order to reach the appropriate
results and recommendations for the problem of the study. The researcher divided this research into two sections. The first
section is cases in which proof is not permissible except in writing. This topic was divided into three demands. The first
demand: transactions whose cost exceeds one hundred thousand riyals and transactions of indefinite cost. The second
demand: Estimating the cost of obligations. Third demand: Exceptions to transactions whose cost does not exceed one
hundred thousand riyals. The second topic is the principle of proof by writing. This topic was divided into two demands. The
first demand: the concept of the principle of proof by writing and its scope. The second demand: The pillars of the principle
of proof by writing.

Keywords: Proof / Writing / Official documents / Regular documents.
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